Come Boating! 2026 Regatta Race Format and Safety Information
Schedule:
7:00 – 9:00 am – racer check-in at Come Boating! Boat Shed, base of Main Street
9:30 am – coxswains/captains meeting at Come Boating! Boat Shed
11:00 am – race start off of City Park

Race Course:
This will be a single, approximately 4-mile/6500-meter circuit race. There are several changes to be aware of for those that have participated in our prior years’ circuit races. 
(1) The start/finish line will be located off the shore of City Park, approximately 1 mile south of the boat launch and outside of the busiest area of the inner harbor. This will be a much more open area to hold our race than the inner harbor.  (see course map)

(2) Boats will still be launched at the boat ramp in downtown Belfast, then you will row or paddle to the start/finish line in front of City Park. 

(3) There will be a single start along an approximately 1/2 mile-long line directly in front of City Park, with boats lined up by type (ie – pilot gigs together, kayaks together, etc.). 

(4) We will make awards based on finish order within each of the participating boat categories (e.g., pilot gigs, kayaks, whaleboats, etc.) Like last year, we are NOT timing the race. Please plan to capture your own time if that is important to you.

Safety Requirements:
- All participants under 18 must wear a PFD with a whistle.
- All adult participants must have a PFD with them in the boat.
- Pilot gigs must have a life ring and a horn on board (Coast Guard reg.)
- Each boat should have a means of communication – radio or cell phone – on board.
- Be mindful of boats in the mooring field.
- Watch for traffic – while we have moved out of the busiest part of the inner harbor, there may still be motor boats, fishing boats, sailboats and tugs entering or exiting the harbor.
- No blocking allowed if another race boat is overtaking you.
- Watch for and be mindful of the other racing boats near you.
- If in trouble - make your way to the nearest orange-flagged safety boat.
- In a medical emergency - stop and raise your oars or paddles.
- If capsized, stay put, wave your arms and make noise - wait for a safety boat.
